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Music by Conrad Cummings

Before The Golden Gate

Lyrics by Vikram Seth from the novel in verse The Golden Gate
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Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

love, love, was not a loof- From you, and

mf

with out- pride or ran cor-

59

love, love, was not a loof- From you, and

mf

with out- pride or ran cor-

mf

Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

Kept all you gave her.

p

Do

pp

not han ker- For cla ri- ty;- you can not-

rall. meno mosso
q = 54q = 63

61

Kept all you gave her.

p

pp
p

Mez.

Pno.

find It now, or e ver;- be as kind, As gen er- ous,- and as in ci- sive- Withyour

63

34 44

34 44

34 44

34 44

44

44

44

44

&bbb

?bbb

&bbb
3

?bbb
3

&bbb

?bbb ∑

&bbb

?bbb

&bbb

&bbb

?bbb

œb j ‰ œn .j œr œn .
j œr œj œr œr œr œn r œr œr œb .j œr œn j œj

œJ ‰
œ.J œR œ.J œR œJ œR œR œR œR œR œR œ.J œR œJ œJ

œb œ œ ‰ œœœn ..
.

œœœ œœœn# ... œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœn# œœœ œœœ œœœ..
.

œœœ œœœn œœœ

œ
œ œ œ œb œ

œ
œ
œ#
# œ

œ
œ
œ œ

œ
.
.

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œJ œJ œ œn œJ œJ œR œJ œR
œR œR œJ ≈ œn r œr œr

œ œJ œJ œ œ

œœœ œœ
œ

œœ
œ

œœ
œ

œœœn œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœn

œ
œ œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ œ

œ

œJ œJ œ.J œR œJ œn j ‰ œr œr œb .j œr œn r œr œj ≈ œr œr œr œR œR œR œR

œœœ œœœ
œn# œœ

œ
œœœn Œ œœœb œœœn ... œœ#

j
œœ

œœ œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ

9



°¢

{
°¢

{
°¢

{
°¢

{

Mez.

Pno.

grief as youknowshe'd be. She

mf

lovedyou un de- lu- ded- ly- Though-- self pro- tec- tive- ly- de ri- sive- Of

piu mosso
q = 6665

mf

Mez.

Pno.

love, de lu- ded- andself maimed- (Or un il- lu- sioned,- as youclaimed)--Yougave her no thing. . .-

rall. q = 54
68

Bar.

Pno.

Ed
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drives on, hard ly- know ing- why, A -

rall. q = 63 but flexible71
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Bar.
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cross the tall spanned- bridge.
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Bar.

Pno.

out

mp

past the strait,

p

The

p

deep flood of theGold

mp

en- Gate.

p pp
e = e, q. = 42 q. = q, q = 42 rit.

78

mp p
p

pp

Pno.

very gently, like a consolation

p legato

q = 40

81

Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

Dear

p

Re ader,once up on- A

più mosso
q = 48

85

Sigh

p

ing- A harsh, pro longed,- ex haus- ted breath, Johnfeelshisheart re vi- sit- death.
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Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

time, say, cir ca- nine teen- eigh ty,- There lived a man. His name was John.

88

De ple- ted-

Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

Suc cess- ful- in his fieldthough on ly- Twen ty- six,-

91

by his pain, he slow ly- Walks to Jan's desk.

mf

What

Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

mf

re spec- ted,- lone ly,- One

94

did not last In life has now pos sessed- him whol ly,-
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Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

ev ning as hewalked a cross- Gol den- Gate Park, Noth

p

ing- can mi ti- gate- the past. the

mf
poco rallent. q = 44

96

Noth

p

ing- can mi ti- gate- the past.

mf

p

Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

ill judgedtoss Of a red fris bee- al most- brained him. He

mf
poco più mosso
q = 4899

Hegent ly- touch es- Jan's sand dol lar.

p

-

mf p

Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

thought, "If I died, who'd be sad? Who'd

102

mf

It sootheshim in the ache, the squa lor- That is his life,
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Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

weep? Who'd gloat? Whowould be glad?

104

and sheseems nearHimonce a gain,- and he can hear

f

Her voice, can

f

Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

Would

f

a ny- bo- dy?"- As it pained him, He

f106

al most- hear her say ing,- "I'm

f

with you, John.

Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

turnedfrom this dis pi- ri- ting- theme To ru mi- na- tions- less ex treme.-

108

You're

f

not a lone.- there is the phone.
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Mez.

Bar.

Pno.
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f

Pno.

più mosso
q = 92

117
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Pno.

più mosso
q = 120122

Pno.

poco a poco rallent. 
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Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

Pay

p

what are your own heart's ar rears.-

Tempo primo
q = 40

132

p

he can hear Her voice,

p

Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

Now

mf

clear your throat,

più mosso
q = 48134

can al most- hear her sa ying,- "I'm with you, John.

mf

You're

Mez.

Bar.

Pno.

and

f

dry these tears."

p

His

p

namewas John.

136

not a lone- and dry

f

these tears."

f p
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32 44
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