Conrad Cummings

"There and Everywhere

Commissioned by the Yale University Guild of Carillonneurs



Program Note:

"There and Everywhere" is conceived for the Yale Memorial Carillon in Harkness Tower
on the campus of Yale University, and was commissioned by the Yale University Guild
of Carillonneurs in honor of the fiftiest anniversary of the installation of the carillon's
full complement of fifty-four bells.

A solo violist stands immediately in front of the audience, assembled in the Branford
College courtyard on the side farthest from the corner formed by Harkness Tower. Across
the courtyard, at the foot of the tower, stand the four trombonists. Above are the bells.

The music flows between these three sources, sometimes passionate and intimate from the
viola, sometimes noble and distant from the trombones, sometimes delicate, sometimes
massive from the bells above. A lone invididual, a distant community, the stars? Perhaps.

Performance Note:

The goal is for viola, trombones, and bells to all sound at about the same loudness to the
audience. Adjust positioning of viola and trombones to get as close to this as practical.

While the score suggests that precise line-up between the three sources is desired, it is
definitely not required. But coordination within two or three seconds of entrances and
completions of sections is definitely needed in order for the flow of the piece to work. And
it is expected that within the group of three carillon players and within the group of four
trombonists, precise rhythmic ensemble will be maintained.

To permit coordination between the three sources, place microphones near trombones and
viola and send their signal to a loudspeaker in the carillon playing cabin. It's a good idea
also to have two additional people on cell phones, one on the ground and one in the tower,
to confirm that everyone is ready for the piece to begin and to trouble-shoot anything
unexpected that might occur during the performance.
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There and Everywhere

for Carillon, Trombone Quartet, and Solo Viola
commissioned by the Yale University Guild of Carillonneurs
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